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Dear Democratic Sister,

We have been busy working to engage, educate, and empower Democratic women to
take active roles in politics and public service across the nation. Leaders from coast to
coast will convene from June 4 to June 6, 2026 in Las Vegas, Nevada for our 55 National
Convention at the Golden Nugget Hotel and Casino. This year’s convention theme is “The
Past, Present, and Future: 55 Years of Women Influencing Politics.”

th

The National Federation of Democratic Women invites you to support our critical work by
attending this milestone convention. Please review the Call to Convention and visit our
dedicated convention website nfdwconvention.com. Your attendance will make this
convention memorable and impactful.

I commend Audrey Dempsey, 55 National Convention Chair and President of the
Nevada Federation of Democratic Women; members of the Nevada Federation of
Democratic Women; Gini Ballou, Western Regional Director; and members of the Western
Region for their dedicated work in making this convention a success.

th

Should you require any further information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact
me directly at President@NFDW.com.

In democratic service,

Lovie West
Lovie West
National President

GREETINGS FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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GREETINGS FROM OUR PRESIDENT

http://nfdwconvention.com/


Audrey Dempsey
Chair, 55th National Convention
President, Nevada Federation of Democratic Women

We welcome each of you to the 55th National Convention as we celebrate under the
theme The Past, Present, and Future: 55 Years of Women Influencing Politics. We have
ensured the high standards expected of us in planning, preparation, and presentation
were executed from start to finish. This 55 National Convention is sure to remind us of
the value of a warm smile and an embrace as we gather together in person.
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Policies - We have worked hand-in-hand for months to ensure sessions and events are
enjoyable and impactful.

Power - We have convened dynamic speakers, presenters, and leaders who will
engage, educate, and inspire.

Priorities - We have focused our attention on the needs of today as our country faces
unprecedented change.

A special thank you to NFDW President Lovie West, the Executive Board, and members
for entrusting us with this important task. Thank you to our Western Regional Director
Gini Ballou and to each of the federations in the Western Region that contributed to
the success of this milestone convention. Thank you to the incredibly hardworking
members of the Nevada Federation of Democratic Women for their boots-on-the-
ground investments. We could not have done this without you!

Democratically Yours,

55TH NATIONAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE
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Audrey Dempsey



M
EM

BER
O

N
LY

A
D

D
ETA

ILS
MM MM

EE EE MM MM
BB BB EE EE RR RR

OO OO
NN NN

LL LL YY YY
AA AA

DD DD
DD DD

EE EE TT TT AA AA
II II LL LL SS SS

M
EM

BER
O

N
LY

A
D

D
ETA

ILS
AD PAYMENT DUE BY
April 19, 2026

3

AD SIZES

F U L L P A G E
8 " X 1 0 "

H A L F P A G E
8 " X 5 "

B U S I N E S S C A R D
S T A N D A R D

$ 5 0
$ 2 0 0

$ 1 5 0

Q U A R T E R
P A G E

4 " X 5 "

$ 1 0 0

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR AD & PAYMENT
PAY ONLINE
Visit www.nfdwconvention.com, select AD size, and pay no later than April 19, 2026. Payments are
non-refundable.

Email AD per requirements to NFDWProgram@gmail.com no later than May 3, 2026 using the
following email subject line format [i.e. Federation Name_AD Size].

PAY BY MAIL
Visit www.nfdwconvention.com, complete AD form, and follow submission instructions. Must be
received by April 19, 2026. Payments are non-refundable.

Mail check/money order and AD submission form to: Shantay Walton, 4813 Thornbury Cove,
Southaven, MS 38672

Email AD per requirements to NFDWProgram@gmail.com no later than May 3, 2026 using the
following email subject line format [i.e. Federation Name_AD Size].

DISCLAIMER: Payments are non-refundable. Ads received by the submission deadline will be included in the Souvenir
Journal and distributed onsite to registered Convention attendees. A link to an electronic Souvenir Journal will be emailed
to our national distribution list.

AD REQUIREMENTS
OUTPUT: Full color MINIMUM RESOLUTION: 300 dpi ACCEPTED FORMATS: JPG, PNG, PDF

AD PAYMENT DUE BY
April 19, 2026

F U L L P A G E
8 " X 1 0 "

$ 2 0 0

H A L F P A G E
8 " X 5 "
$ 1 5 0
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TIMEFRAME
June 4-6, 2026

LOCATION
Golden Nugget Las Vegas Hotel & Casino
129 E. Fremont Street, Las Vegas, NV 89101

UNIQUE OFFERINGS
* Network with NFDW leaders, members, and guests.

* Gain firsthand insight into the NFDW’s priorities.
* Learn valuable skills from experts to strengthen your advocacy and activism.

* Secure NFDW swag and custom merchandise.

FULL CONVENTION REGISTRATION COSTS
$225 Regular $275 Last Minute (ONLINE ONLY)

Until 05/03/2026 05/04/2026 to 05/31/2026

YOUNG DEMS REGISTRATION COSTS
$185 Regular $235 Last Minute (ONLINE ONLY)

Until 05/03/2026 05/04/2026 to 05/31/2026

BANQUET ONLY REGISTRATION COSTS
$150 Regular $200 Last Minute (ONLINE ONLY)

Until 05/03/2026 05/04/2026 to 05/31/2026

HOW TO REGISTER
Online: Register and pay at www.nfdwconvention.com

By Mail: Register online and mail check/money order to
Shantay Walton, 4813 Thornbury Cove, Southaven, MS 38672

ONSITE CONTACT
Nevada Federation of Democratic Women
Audrey Demsey, President (702) 592-2454
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Airport Shuttle

HOTEL RESERVATIONS
HOW TO BOOK
Book online to make your hotel reservations using the dedicated link found at
nfdwconvention.com. 

Call (800) 331-573 and use the following group code GSNFD26 to secure the NFDW
special rate.  

If you require assistance, call (800) 634-3454 and mention the NFDW group code.

DEADLINE TO BOOK
Reserve your hotel room by May 04, 2026 at 5:00 PM PST
ADA accessible rooms available. Free wi-fi. On-site restaurants, pool, spa, salon, shops,
and fitness center. Smoke-free property.

STARTING ROOM RATES (Include $35 Resort Fee) (Does not include taxes) 
$118/night KING BED          $138/night DOUBLE BEDS

Rideshare/Taxi

Schedule through app or call:
Uber (833) 873-8237   
Lyft (844) 493-9881
Taxi (estimated cost $40 - $50)

FROM THE HARRY REID INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (LAS)

HOTEL INFORMATION
Golden Nugget Las Vegas Hotel & Casino
129 E. Fremont Street, Las Vegas, NV 89101

CHECK IN: 4:00 PM            CHECK OUT: 11:00 AM
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Lasxpress provides non-stop
shuttle service between hotel
and airport for a fee. Book the
shuttle by calling (702) 878-4141. 

Public Transit

The RTC CX (Centennial
Express) bus connects the
airport to downtown.

VISITORS
$20/day with unlimited in and out

access. 

HOTEL GUESTS
Complimentary with unlimited 

in and out access. Included in the
resort fee.

GETTING TO THE HOTEL

Self Parking Garage located on the south side of the hotel on 1st Street and
Bridger. Vehicle height restricted to 6'-7".

https://goldennugget.book.pegsbe.com/promo?offerCode=GSNFD26&hotel=GNLV
http://nfdwconvention.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=Harry+Reid+International+Airport&sca_esv=9190052a562f5b10&sxsrf=ANbL-n7zYA7ntgFgK4Sqltmq-L4ga0EGlA%3A1771442680691&source=hp&ei=-BGWaeOUJuHQ5NoPp7_q6AE&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZYgCMLtgOyE_9b4LQPDLsbGDbTzcsC3&ved=2ahUKEwjCweKl4uOSAxWhMlkFHR_lJbgQgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=what+airport+isclose+to+the+golden+nugget+in+las+vegas&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IjZ3aGF0IGFpcnBvcnQgaXNjbG9zZSB0byB0aGUgZ29sZGVuIG51Z2dldCBpbiBsYXMgdmVnYXMyBxAhGKABGAoyBxAhGKABGAoyBxAhGAoYqwJIgGxQAFioaXAAeACQAQCYAcUBoAH4MKoBBTE0LjQwuAEDyAEA-AEBmAI2oAKLM8ICChAjGIAEGCcYigXCAgQQIxgnwgILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwHCAgsQLhiABBjRAxjHAcICCxAuGIAEGLEDGIMBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgUQLhiABMICDhAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGMcBwgIIEAAYgAQYsQPCAg4QLhiABBjHARiOBRivAcICDhAAGIAEGLEDGIMBGIoFwgIFEAAYgATCAggQLhiABBixA8ICCRAAGIAEGAoYC8ICDxAuGIAEGMcBGAoYCxivAcICBxAAGIAEGA3CAg0QLhiABBjHARgNGK8BwgIJEAAYgAQYChgNwgIIEAAYChgNGB7CAgYQABgNGB7CAgYQABgWGB7CAggQABgWGAoYHsICCxAAGIAEGIYDGIoFwgIFECEYkgOYAwCSBwcxMy40MC4xoAevsgWyBwcxMy40MC4xuAeLM8IHCTAuMjEuMzEuMsgHwwGACAA&sclient=gws-wiz
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AGENDA

9:50 AM– 10:00 AM BREAK

3:00 PM – 6:00 PM
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM

9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
9:30 AM
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM
3:00 PM – 3:30 PM
6:30 PM – 8:00 PM

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM

9:00 AM – 9:50 AM

Registration
Pre-Convention Executive Board Meeting

Registration
Sponsored Tour of the Mob Museum
Silent Auction/Vendor Setup
First Time Attendee Orientation – Celeste Garcia, NFDW Membership Chair
PAC Reception (Dinner on Your Own)

Registration
Breakfast
Silent Auction Opens

GENERAL SESSION
Video presentation during Seating – Bruce Springsteen (MN)
Introduction of Dais – Pamela Williams Kelly, Esq., NFDW Parliamentarian
Call to Order – Lovie West, NFDW President
Presentation of the Colors – Nevada Boys & Girls Scouts
Invocation – Rabbi-Canto Jessica Hutchings, Las Vegas, NV
Pledge of Allegiance – Deb Thompson, NFDW Past Board Member
National Anthem – Claire Watson, Idaho Young Democrat
Welcome – Audrey Dempsey, NV President
Greetings – Jan Blackhurst and Carolyn Goodman, Former Mayors, Las Vegas, NV
Greetings – The Honorable Shelley Berkley, Mayor, Las Vegas, NV
Roll Call of Executive Board – Kim Savage, NFDW Recording Secretary
Roll Call of States – Inez James, NFDW 2 Vice Presidentsnd

Credentials Report – Shantay Walton, NFDW Convention Treasurer
Meeting Rules – Joyce Petteway, NFDW 3 Vice Presidentrd

Appointment of Timekeepers, Pages, Tellers, and Sgt-at-Arms
2025 Convention Minutes – Kim Savage, NFDW Recording Secretary
Treasurer’s Report – Mary Kuehler, NFDW Treasurer
DNC Report – Virgie Rollins and Joanne Sullivan, DNC Board Members

Wednesday, June 3, 2026

Thursday, June 4, 2026

Friday, June 5, 2026
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10:00 AM – 12:30 PM  Introduction of Speaker – Lovie West, NFDW President 
Remarks – “State of the Union” – DNC Chairman Ken Martin

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Bylaws – Coretta Graham, Esq., NFDW Bylaws Chair 
Legislative – Chundra Wright, NFDW Legislative Committee Member 
2027 Budget – Mary Kuehler, NFDW Treasurer & Budget Committee Chair 
Resolutions – Kelly Green, NFDW Resolutions Chair 
History – Patricia Farley, NFDW Historian 
Public Relations – Pamela Williams Kelly, Esq., NFDW Public Relations Chair 
2025 Audit – Dr. Brook Herman, Internal Audit Chair 

12:40 PM – 1:50 PM                PRESIDENTS LUNCHEON (Optional Attire: White) 
Greetings – Lovie West, NFDW President 
Inspirational Message – Sandra Dunn, Sokagakkai International 
Introduction of Head Table – Susanna Bacon, Former NFDW President 
Introduction of State Presidents – Patricia Farley, NFDW Southern Regional Director 
Recognition of Past National Presidents – Kim Savage, NFDW Recording Secretary 
Introduction of Legislative Guests – Audrey Dempsey, Nevada President 
Introduction of Video – “Treasured Moments”  – Cindy Jenks, NFDW Past President
Introduction of Speakers – Kim Savage, NFDW Recording Secretary 
“NFDW Reflections by Past Presidents” - Virgie Rollins, Joanne Sullivan, and Dr. Corinne Anderson

Memorial Ceremony 
     Facilitator – Lovie West, NFDW President 
     Ava Maria – Dr. Brook Herman, NFDW Audit Chair 

1:50 PM – 2:00 PM BREAK 

2:00 PM ROUNDTABLE: Empowering Women Leaders
Panelist: Ellen Spiegel, Former Nevada State Assemblywomen 
Panelist: Maggie Carlton, Former Nevada State Assemblywomen 
Panelist: Julie Panzina, Nevada State Senator 
Panelist: Elaine Marzola, Nevada State Assemblywoman 
Panelist: Sandra Jauregul, Nevada State Assemblywoman & Majority Floor Leader 
Panelist: Pat Spearman, Former Nevada State Senator & President Pro Tempore 
Panelist: Danna Lovell, Nevada Executive Director 
          Facilitator: Nicole Cannizzaro, Nevada State Senate Majority Leader 

3:10 PM – 4:10 PM TRAINING WORKSHOPS 
Presidents Orientation – Lovie West, NFDW President and Celeste Garcia, NFDW Membership
Chair
“Service, Safety, and Self-Care” – Gini Ballou, NFDW Western Regional Director 
“Rules, Rules, Rules” – Pamela Williams Kelly, Esq., NFDW Parliamentarian 

12:30 PM – 12:40 PM BREAK 

3:00 PM – 3:10 PM BREAK 



8:00 AM
8:30 AM 

Registration
Young Women’s LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST – “Understanding the Assignment”
Master of Ceremony – Joseline Cuevas, Young Democrats Vice President and Community &
Youth Outreach NVFDW Board Member 
Greetings – Sierra Hernandez, President, Young Democrats of Nevada 
Invocation – Carolyn Salvador Avila
Introduction of Members – Jennifer Franklin, Midwest Regional Director 
Purpose & Mission – Telise Ezell-Turner, NFDW 4  Vice President th

Encouragement – Susan Rutt, Eastern Regional Director 
40 Under 40 Selection – Neena Murphy Martin, Growth & Development Chair 
Introduction of the 2026 Young Women Leadership Cohort – Dr. Juanita Wilchie, YWL Chair 

9:00AM Young Women’s ROUNDTABLE: “Understanding the Assignment” 
Panelist: Carolyn Salvador Avila, Former President, College Democrats of America
Panelist: Shay Bravo-Bezard, Former Student Senator for the College of Southern Nevada 
Panelist: Leslie Paredes, Former President, College of Southern Nevada College Democrats
Panelist: Akyra Ford, Southern Nevada Political Director, Young Democrats of Nevada 
Panelist: Ty Tan, High School Caucus Chair, Young Democrats of Nevada 
Panelist: Kelechi Odunze, Student Body President, UNLV
          Facilitator: Dr. Deborah Williams, NFDW Political Education & Training Chair 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – Lovie West, Telise Ezell-Turner, and Neena Martin
Closing Remarks & Call to Action – Councilwoman Shondra Summers-Armstrong 

9:50 AM

10:00 AM

11:20 AM 

BREAK 

Regional Directors’ Reports 
PAC Meeting – Virgie Rollins, NFDW PAC Chair 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS
Women in Blue – Christine Pelosi, NFDW 1  Vice President st

Platform – Kathy Adams, NFDW Platform Chair 
Risk Management – Toni Denis, NFDW Risk Management Chair 
Protocol – Audrey Dempsey, NFDW Protocol Chair 

ROUNDTABLE: Unbreakable Women Running the Labor Movement 
Panelist: Jovan Johnson, Vice President, Western States Carpenters Union #1977 
Panelist: Jamila Bush-Carrier, President, Reno American Postal Workers Union
Panelist: Diana Valles, President, Culinary Workers Union #226 
Panelist: Linda Ward Smith, President, AFGE #1224 
          Facilitator: Michelle Maese, President, SEIU #1107 
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Saturday, June 6, 2026 

5:30 PM – 7:30 PM COMMUNITY RECEPTION 
Welcome – Lovie West, NFDW President and DNC Chairman Ken Martin 
Introduction of Guests – Audrey Dempsey, Nevada State President and Gini Ballou, NFDW Western
Regional Director 
VIP Introductions & Remarks – Olivia Diaz, Councilwoman 
Community Service Award – Lovie West, NFDW President and DNC Chairman Ken Martin 
Toast – Dr. Corinne Anderson, Past NFDW President 
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2:00 PM – 3:00 PM TRAINING WORKSHOPS 
“Understanding the issues of Women in the Military” – Senator Pat Spearman, NV 
“Dollars & Sense” – Shantay Walton, NFDW Assistant Treasurer 
“Mean Girls Syndrome” – Regina Green and Roberta Walters, NFDW Co-Political Directors 

3:10 PM – 4:00 PM Silent Auction Update 
REGIONAL MEETINGS 

Eastern Region – Elect: History Cmt. member; 2 Nominating Cmt. members & 1 alternate 
Midwest Region – Elect: History Cmt. member; 2 Nominating Cmt. members & 1 alternate
Southern Region – Elect: 2 Nominating Cmt. members & 1 alternate
Western Region – Elect: 2 Nominating Cmt. members & 1 alternate

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM                      BLUE & WHITE GALA
Greetings – Lovie West, NFDW President 
Introductions– Inez James, NFDW 2  Vice President nd

Invocation – Joyce Petteway, NFDW 3  Vice President rd

Proclamations – Christine Pelosi, NFDW 1  Vice President st

Introduction of Keynote Speaker – US Congressman Steven Horsford, NV 
Keynote Speaker – TBA 
Silent Auction Results – Gina Sims-Johnson, NFDW Growth & Development Committee Co-chair
Acknowledgment of Sponsors – Irmgard Pagan, NFDW 5  Vice Presidentth

Invitation to 2027 NFDW Annual Convention – Susan Rutt, NFDW Eastern Regional Director
Announcements & Convention Adjournment 
Benediction
Music 

Post-Convention Executive Board Meeting 10:30 PM 

12:20 PM

12:30 PM 

BREAK 

AWARDS LUNCHEON (Optional Attire: Hats & Gloves) 
Welcome – Lovie West, NFDW President 
Introduction of Head Table – Rachel Green, NFDW New Jersey Co-Presidents 
Inspirational Message – Gail Buckner, NFDW Past President 
Introduction of Speaker – Kristina Dixon, NFDW President’s Chief of Staff 
Speaker: “The Role of Women in Politics” – U.S. Congresswoman Dina Titus, Nevada 
Awards – Patricia Sirois, NFDW Awards Chair 

Member of the Year 
Humanitarian Award 
Outstanding Elected Official Award 
Rilla Moran Woods Internship 
Agnes Bird Internship 



nfdwconvention.com
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